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WHAT ARE YOU READING?

The Last Laird of Sapelo by
T. M. Brown

THE LAST

LAIRD of The Last Laird of Sapelo is based on
* the tragic story of Randolph Spalding,
{ SAPELO s iagic son :
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the youngest son of Georgia's most
. well-known antebellum-era coastal
¢ planter and influential political figure,
¥ Thomas Spalding. Following his
* father's death in 1851, Randolph
parlays his father's fame and gifted
T M. BROWN landholdings on Sapelo Island,
hobnobbing from Charleston to
Savannah to Milledgeville and
ultimately failing to thwart Georgia's decision to follow South
Carolina into secession by early 1861.

Within weeks after the assault on Fort Sumter, Lincoln's naval
blockade threatens the entire southern coast. Colonel Randolph
Spalding, now a reluctant commander of militia, faces a storm of
life-altering events in the months that follow, imperiling his
family's legacy, livelihood, and lands. He ultimately must decide
between supposed justice and saving the life of a slave who
exacted revenge for the murder and rape of two children on
Sapelo Island.

*To read about the author s decision to set aside his Southern
Small-town Mystery/Suspense series to write the historical novel
about the Spalding legacy on Sapelo Island that provides the
history of today's struggling Geechee Community on Sapelo
today, click here From Shiloh to Sapelo: Our Past Remains
Unchanged

WELL READ MAGAZINE

TO ADD TO YOUR TBR LIST

ROBERY GWALTNEY The Cicada Tree by RObert

«:‘!/: Gwaltney

CICADA The summer of 1956, a brood of
cicadas descends upon Providence,
Georgia, a natural event with
supernatural repercussions,
unhinging the life of Analeise
Newell, an eleven-year-old piano
prodigy. Amidst this emergence, dark
obsessions are stirred, uncanny gifts
provoked, and secrets unearthed.

During a visit to Mistletoe, a plantation owned by the
wealthy Mayfield family, Analeise encounters Cordelia
Mayfield and her daughter Marlissa, both of whom possess
an otherworldly beauty, a lineal trait regarded as that
Mayfield Shine. A whisper and an act of violence perpetrated
during this visit by Mrs. Mayfield all converge to kindle
Analeise's fascination with the Mayfields. Analeise's
burgeoning obsession with the Mayfield family overshadows
her own seemingly, ordinary life, culminating in dangerous
games and manipulation, setting off a chain of cataclysmic
events with life-altering consequences-all of it unfolding to
the maddening whir of a cicada song.

When an eleven year old, whisky drinking, piano prodigy
encounters a wealthy family possessing supernatural beauty,
her ensuing obsession unleashes family secrets and a
cataclysmic plague of cicadas.
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